International Conference 2025:
Towards Resilient and Sustainable Cities and Communities

REIMAGINING COASTAL PROSPERITY THROUGH
LANDSCAPE-LED CLIMATE ADAPTATION IN LAGOS,
GULF OF GUINEA

Esan Oluwasegun Babatunde! Emmanuel K. Akyeampong? o o
!Department of Architecture, Faculty of Environmental Sciences, University of Lagos, Akoka, Lagos, Nigeria
Email: contactesan@gmail.com, Phone: +2348023384646

Orchid ID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9046-5770

2Ellen Gurney Professor of History and of African and African American Studies, Harvard University

Email: akyeamp@fas.harvard.edu

Office: 617-496-3684; Fax: 617-496-062

Coastal cities within the Gulf of Guinea face escalating socio-ecological vulnerabilities driven
by

climate change, rapid urbanization, and livelihood pressures. Lagos, Nigeria largest coastal city
and economic epicenter, is increasingly exposed to sea-level rise, coastal erosion, and flooding,
all of which threaten its landscapes, communities, and future prosperity. This study adopted a
qualitative, exploratory approach to critically examine how landscape transformations intersect
with livelihoods and climate adaptation efforts in Lagos. Data were collected through semi-
structured interviews with residents, community leaders, urban planners, and policymakers,
supplemented by field observations of key coastal zones. This approach enabled a deeper
understanding of lived experiences, socio-cultural dynamics, and institutional responses
shaping the city coastal resilience. The findings revealed that fragmented governance structures,
limited inclusion of local knowledge, and neglect of landscape transformations undermine
sustainable livelihoods and effective adaptation. However, the study identified opportunities to
reimagine coastal prosperity by integrating landscape-sensitive planning, community
participation, and inclusive, locally-informed climate adaptation strategies. This research
contributes to global discourses on coastal resilience and underscores the critical role of
qualitative inquiry in advancing landscape-centered, people-driven responses to climate risks
in vulnerable cities across the Gulf of Guinea.
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